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Conference  Promotes  Business-Education 
Partnerships 


The  Office  of  Public  Instruction  will  join  state  leaders  in 
business,  industry,  labor,  government  and  education  as  spon- 
sors of  "Business  +  Education  =  Economic  Development,"  a 
statewide  conference  on  business-education  cooperation  for 
economic  development  in  Montana.  The  conference  will  be  held 
at  the  Colonial  Inn  in  Helena,  September  17-18. 

Although  Montana  has  a  history  of  cooperation  between 
business  and  education  communities,  rapid  technological  ad- 
vances, diminishing  government  funds  for  education  and 
changes  in  the  work  force  and  workplace  have  made  substan- 
tive, long-term  partnerships  all  the  more  critical. 

The  private  sector's  involvement  in  education  improvement 
for  both  students  and  adults  has  been  astounding.  This  con- 
ference will  look  at  examples  of  these  partnerships  to  see  how 
and  why  they  work.  "Showcase"  sessions,  presentations  by 
knowledgeable  speakers  and  other  activities  will  help  Mon- 
tanans  discover  what  they  can  do  together  to  prepare  an  in- 
telligent, skilled  work  force  capable  of  contributing  to  state  and 
local  economic  development. 

For  more  information,  contact  Kathy  Mollohan  at  OPI  (444- 
4423). 

Bilingual  Education  Conference 

The  6th  Annual  Conference  of  the  Montana  Association  for 
Bilingual  Education  (MABE)  will  be  held  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in 
Billings,  )uly  23-26.  MABE  members  as  well  as  nonmembers  are 
encouraged  to  attend. 

The  conference  theme,  "Bilingual  Education:  Empowering 
Children  Through  Language,"  will  be  highlighted  by  national 
speakers,  working  sessions  and  for-credit  seminars  through 
Eastern  Montana  College,  July  21-25. 

The  preregistration  deadline  is  )uly  5,  but  on-site  registration 
at  a  slightly  higher  fee  is  acceptable.  For  more  information,  con- 
tact Angela  Branz-Spall  at  OPI,  444-4421. 

Excellence  Awards  in  Math  Teaching 

Sue  Dolezal,  Stevensville  High  School,  Kimberley  Girard, 
Nashua  Public  School,  and  Shirley  Johnson,  North  Junior  High, 
Great  Falls,  are  state  winners  of  the  Presidential  Awards  for  Ex- 
cellence in  Mathematics  Teaching.  They  will  represent  Montana 
in  a  national  competition. 

The  teacher  incentive  program,  cosponsored  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education  and  the  National  Council  of  Teachers 
of  Mathematics  and  coordinated  by  OPI,  is  designed  to 
enhance  the  professional  status  of  math  teachers  across  the  na- 
tion by  annually  honoring  an  outstanding  teacher  from  each 
state. 

Dolezal,  Girard  and  Johnson  were  selected  from  a  field  of 
outstanding  candidates  by  the  Math  Teacher  of  the  Year 
Nominating  Committee  of  the  Montana  Council  of  Teachers  of 
Mathematics. 


NEA  Commissions  Artwork 

The  National  Education  Association  will  commission  a  major 
work  of  art  to  celebrate  education  and  be  on  permanent 
display  at  its  Washington,  D.C.,  headquarters.  NEA  is  accepting 
proposals  in  a  nationwide  competition  to  select  an  NEA 
member/artist  to  produce  the  work. 

NEA  will  accept  art  in  any  visual  medium  conceptualized  for 
interior  or  exterior  display.  The  deadline  for  proposals  is 
September  1 .  For  applications  and  information,  write  NEA  Art- 
Search,  Internal  Operations,  NEA,  1201  16th  St.  NW,  Wash- 
ington, DC  20036. 


Helena  Administrator  is  Top  Elementary  Principal 

John  Fero,  principal  at  Central  Elementary  School,  Helena,  has 
been  selected  as  Montana's  National  Distinguished  Principal  of 
the  Year  by  his  colleagues  in  the  Montana  Association  of 
Elementary  School  Principals.  Fero  will  receive  his  award  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  October. 

The  National  Distinguished  Principals  program  honors  50  top 
elementary  and  middle  school  principals  in  the  country  as 
those  "who  represent  our  nation's  commitment  to  top  quality 
education  during  the  important  early  years  in  schooling,"  said 
National  Association  of  Elementary  School  Principals  executive 
director,  Samuel  Sava. 

Teacher  Tests  Now  Required  in  Half  of  States 

More  than  half  of  all  states  now  require  some  sort  of  precer- 
tification  teacher  testing,  according  to  a  survey  by  the  Educa- 
tional Testing  Service  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey. 

Data  collected  by  ETS  on  state  teaching  standards  for  1 984- 
85  show  that  27  states  require  some  form  of  teacher  testing, 
and  17  require  a  test  before  entering  teacher  education  pro- 
grams. Prior  to  certification,  teachers  in  22  states  must  pass 
basic  skills  tests;  1 3  states  require  general  knowledge  tests;  1 7 
require  professional  knowledge  exams;  and  20  mandate  tests 
in  subject  areas.  Five  more  states  have  moved  to  establish 
some  form  of  teacher  testing  by  1 987. 

Nineteen  states  require  a  minimum  grade  point  average  at 
the  completion  of  teacher  training,  while  successful  evaluation 
of  classroom  performance  by  teacher  candidates  is  required  by 
only  1 1  states. 

Montana's  precertification  testing  requirement  went  into 
place  as  of  July  1 . 

OPI  Newsletter  Soon  to  Be  on  Computer 
Bulletin  Board 

OPI  Report,  the  monthly  bulletin  to  school  administrators, 
will  soon  be  available  electronically  through  the  OPI  Bulletin 
Board.  Schools  with  a  computer  and  modem  may  access  the 
newsletter  by  dialing  444-3481. 


Constitution  Bicentennial  Activities 

A  Si 0,000  award  awaits  the  high  school  student  who  wins 
the  National  Bicentennial  Writing  Competition,  one  of  several 
activities  sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  the  Bicentennial  of 
the  U.S.  Constitution,  the  American  Bar  Association  and  USA 
Today. 

The  competition  is  on  the  theme,  "The  Constitution;  How 
Does  the  Separation  of  Powers  Help  Make  It  Work?"  Con- 
testants must  write  a  short  essay,  due  next  spring.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  commission  is  distributing  a  select  reading  list  for 
students.  Write  Richard  Dargan,  National  Bicentennial  Writing 
Competition,  734  Jackson  Pi.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20503. 


James  Lengel,  Vermont  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Education, 
has  been  working  with  federal  agencies  and  private  groups  to 
design  a  computer  database  on  the  U.S.  Constitution  as  an 
education  resource  during  the  document's  bicentennial.  The 
database  would  give  high  school  students  access  to  a  wide 
variety  of  information  about  the  U.S.  Constitution  as  well  as  the 
tools  to  research,  compile  and  present  the  information  in  a 
variety  of  ways. 


For  more  information,  contact  [ames  Lengel,  Vermont  Depart- 
ment of  Education,  State  Office  Building,  Montpelier,  VT  0S602 
(electronic  mail  #RD0269). 


Dates  to  Remember 

July  14-15        Board  of  Public  Education 
Helena  (444-6576) 

[uly  14-18        Montana  Law-Related  Education  Seminar 
Helena  (444-4402) 

July  23-26         MT  Assoc,  for  Bilingual  Education 
Billings  (444-4421) 

Aug.  5-7  OPl  School  Foods  Training  Conference 

Missoula  (444-2501) 

Aug.  1 2-1 4       OP!  School  Foods  Training  Conference 
Billings  (444-2501) 


Missing  Children  Information 

The  following  is  the  State  Department  of  Justice's  most  current  list  of  missing  Montana  children  and  teenagers 
(17  years  and  under).  For  details  on  the  Missing  Children  Program,  call  Bill  Erwin,  Department  of  Justice,  Helena 
(444-3625). 
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HEIGHT 


WEIGHT 


Antoine,  Theresa 

I 

F 

5'4" 

130 

Klistoff,  loanna 

W 

F 

5'2" 

TOO 

Marshall,  Nyleen  K. 

W 

F 

3'2" 

29 

Strutzel.  Michael  |. 

w 

M 

3'0" 

30 

Swartz,  Wm.  |r. 

w 

M 

4'0" 

80 

Veale.  Ryan  Lynn 

w 

M 

4'a" 

95 

DATE  OF 
BIRTH 

061070 
112172 
091878 
120481 
100474 
061471 


AGE 


HAIR 


EYE       CITY 


16 

BLK 

BRO 

Poison  SO 

13 

BRO 

BRO 

Poison  SO 

7 

BRO 

BLU 

lefferson  Co.  SO 

4 

BLN 

BLU 

Butte/Silver  Bow 

11 

BLN 

CRN 

Cascade  SO 

IS 

BRO 

BLU 

Balfour.  B.C. 

PD  =  Police  Department 
SO  =  Sheriff's  Office 
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